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Course Description: 
  
This AP English Literature course is designed to teach beginning-college writing through the 
fundamentals of rhetorical theory. It follows the curriculum requirements described in the AP 
Course Description. 
 
We will talk essentially every day about some vital aspect of writing, including invention and the 
rhetorical appeals (Ethos, Pathos, Logos), disposition or structure, and style (diction, syntax, 
figurative language, mechanics). [SC11, SC12, SC13].  
 
The kinds of writings in this course are varied but include writing to understand, writing to 
explain, and writing to evaluate. All critical writing asks that you evaluate the effectiveness of a 
literary piece, but to be an effective evaluator, one must understand and explain. The essence 
of scholarship is the combination of these three approaches to writing.  
 
In order for this class to function as a true workshop, therefore, you will write a good deal, and 
you will revise certain pieces of your writing into polished final drafts. You will also produce a 
final writing portfolio - a kind of individual writing archive. In the process of these workshops, you 
will be exposed to your conscious choice of diction and the the appropriate use of words, 
[SC11] Your ability to create varied and effective syntactic structures, [SC12] your capacity for 
coherence and logical organization [SC13] your ability to balance generalizations with specific 
and illustrative details, [SC14] and, overall, your ability to combine rhetorical processes into an 
effective whole. [SC15] 
 
This class requires a great deal of reading and writing. Expect assigned reading every night 
throughout the year. There will be weekly writing assignments in an effort to increase your ability 
to write on a wide range of topics. The more you write, the easier writing becomes. There will be 
weekly quizzes over reading material in addition to written pieces covering the reading in class. 
 
In addition to the assigned reading from class, you are expected to read independently from the 
provided reading list. You are expected to read at least one additional novel, non-fiction, play or 
collection of short stories or poetry per quarter. We will have in class seminars on these works in 
which you will share with your classmates your outside reading. Remember that the more you 
read, the better you write.  
 



What I expect most of all from our class is hard work on the part of the individual writer and 
careful reading and discussion on the part of the class. I expect original work and a high 
standard of ethics from my students. This includes citing all sources drawn upon for work. 
Plagiarism is intellectual theft and will not be tolerated in this class. Furthermore, this will not 
prepare you for the AP test or for life beyond the classroom.  
 
Reading and Writing Assignments 
Reading Assignments 
 
The most important requirement for this course is that students read every assignment- read it 
with care and on time. Students unused to literature courses will need to plan time in their 
schedule for more reading than most courses require. Poetry, though usually not long, is dense 
and complicated and should always be read at least twice. Novels in particular require planning. 
Beware. 
 
You are expected to keep up on outside reading independently. Because you are choosing your 
own content for independent reading, I will not provide a reading schedule for these works.  
 
Writing Assignments 
 
Students will write a number critical writings completed per unit. These will consist of weekly 
short reflections, examining poetry and drama, and performing a close reading of novels 
and short stories. I will be more specific on what I expect from these critical 
assignments later on, but in general each paper will use specific and well-chosen 
evidence to articulate an argument or analysis about poems, drama, and fiction. 
Specifically, these critical essays are based on close textual analysis of structure, style 
(figurative language, imagery, symbolism, tone), and social/historical values. [SC2, 
SC3, SC4] These critical papers must be typed, double-spaced pages, proofread, 
spell-checked and typically turned in to Google Classroom no later than midnight on the 
night they are due. I will require a rough draft on the longer papers throughout the 
course of the year. Details to follow in the calendar and are subject to change. In some 
cases writing will be done in class in a workshop format. A nine-point holistic rubric will 
be used for grading all written work be based on the AP Literature Scoring Guidelines. 
Students will revise and resubmit works for feedback and review. [SC6] 
 
Journal Writing and Reflection 
 
Students will keep a journal in which they record their thoughts and ideas surrounding 
readings in class and independently. These reflections must be 500-800 words.  
 
 



In-Class Writing, Quizzes and Exams 
 
We will use the AP writing format for any written exam in class. These exams are 
designed to help you respond to literary understanding of our work. These exams are to 
help students respond to literary questions in an effort to prepare for the AP Exam. 
Students will be asked to free-write responses to literary works as part of their  journal 
from time to time. This an informal writing opportunity and will only be graded for 
completion. These writings are designed to explore what you learn as you read. [SC7] 
 
Students will have a quiz almost every week covering portions of the assigned reading. 
Some questions will be straightforward questions, others will be designed to match the 
format of the questions asked on the AP Exam, others will be idea based in which you 
will be asked to engage in an idea. Reading quizzes will always be given during the first 
five minutes of class; if you come late, you may not take the quiz. Questions on reading 
quizzes will be straightforward and simple as long as you have done the required 
reading.  
 
You will read and write in class everyday. 
 
Independent Reading 
 
Students are required to read independently outside of class in addition to reading in 
class and for assignments. Summer reading is required for this course and will be sent 
home with AP students signed up for the fall before the conclusion of this academic 
year. Familiarity with literature, particularly classical literature, builds a strong cultural 
and literary basis for higher education and for students pursuing a life of intellectual 
pursuit. Students are encouraged to read as MUCH AS POSSIBLE in preparation for 
this exam!! You will be required to read THREE books independently in first semester 
and TWO books second semester -  in addition to your summer reading. You will 
present your readings in Book Bistros to be held quarterly in class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notebooks 
 
You are required to keep a class notebook. This will be divided into five sections: vocabulary, 
literary terms, reading journal, independent reading log and interactive notebook. 
 
These notebooks will be checked four times throughout the year to ensure that students 
are maintaining their work and keeping up-to-date with organization and collection of 
materials.  
 
This course meets all CDE State Standards as listed below. 
12th Grade CDE State Standards 
 
Reading, Writing, and Communicating 
Grade Level Expectations at a Glance Standard Grade Level Expectation 
Twelfth Grade 
 
Oral Expression and Listening 

1. Effective speaking in formal and informal settings requires appropriate use of methods 
and audience awareness 
2. Effective collaborative groups accomplish goals 

 
Reading for All Purposes 

1. Literary criticism of complex texts requires the use of analysis, interpretive, and 
evaluative strategies 
2. Interpreting and evaluating complex informational texts require the understanding of 
rhetoric, critical reading, and analysis skills 
 

Writing and Composition 
1. Style, detail, expressive language, and genre create a well-crafted statement directed 
at an intended audience and purpose 
2. Ideas, evidence, structure, and style create persuasive, academic, and technical texts 
for particular audiences and specific purposes 
3. Standard English conventions effectively communicate to targeted audiences and 
purposes 
 

Research and Reasoning 
1. Independent research designs articulate and defend information, conclusions, and 
solutions that address specific contexts and purposes 
2. Logical arguments distinguish facts from opinions; and evidence defines reasoned 
judgment 

 
Literary Works 



 
Novels: 
(All literary works are subject to change) 
 
Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 
Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen 
Heart of Darkness, Joseph Conrad 
The Things They Carried, Tim O’Brien 
The Alchemist, Paulo Coelho 
The Invisible Man, Ralph Ellison  
 
 
Drama:  
 
“A Streetcar Named Desire,” Tennessee Williams 
“Hamlet,” William Shakespeare 
 “Antigone,” Sophocles 
 “The Taming of the Shrew,” William Shakespeare 
“Pygmalion,” Bernard Shaw 
“Waiting for Godot” Samuel Beckett 
 
Graphic Novel 
 
 “Persepolis,” M. Satrapi https://www.scribd.com/doc/9635904/Satrapi-Persepolis-1-English  
 
 
 
Units: 
Semester 1: 
 
Unit 1: Personal Narrative -  
Unit 2: “Antigone” & the Greeks -  
Unit 3: “Hamlet” -  
Unit 4: Frankenstein -  
Unit 5: Crime and Punishment -  
 
Semester 2: 
Unit 6: Pride and Prejudice,. 
Unit 7: The Invisible Man,  
Unit 9: The Things they Carried,/ “Waiting for Godot”  
Unit 10: Heart of Darkness, /”Pygmalion”/ “Taming of the Shrew,”  
Unit 11: The Alchemist,  
AP EXAM May ?, 2019!!! 
Unit 12: YA, Short Films, Literary Criticism, Writing Portfolio 
 

https://www.scribd.com/doc/9635904/Satrapi-Persepolis-1-English


AP Scoring Components 

Scoring Components AP Literature Pages 

SC1 The course includes an intensive study of representative works such as 
those by authors cited in the AP English Course Description. By the time the 
student completes English literature and Composition, he or she will have 
studied during high school literature from both British and American Writers, as 
well as works written in several genres from the 16th Century to contemporary 
times. 

 

SC2 The course teaches students to write an interpretation of a piece of 
literature that is based on a careful observation of textual details, considering 
such elements as the use of figurative language, imagery, symbolism and 
tone. 

 

SC3 The course teaches students to write and interpretation of a piece of 
literature that is based on careful observation of textual details, considering the 
work’s structure, style and themes. 

 

SC4 The course teaches students to write an interpretation of a piece of 
literature that is based on a careful observation of textual details, considering 
the work’s social, cultural and/or historical values. 

 

SC5 The course includes frequent opportunities for students to write and 
rewrite time, in-class responses. 

 

SC6 The course includes frequent opportunities for students to write and 
rewrite formal, extended analyses outside of class.  

 

SC7 The course requires writing to understand: Informal/exploratory writing 
activities that enable students to discover what they think in the process of 
writing about their reading (such assignments could include annotation, free 
writing, keeping a reading journal, reaction/response papers, and/or dialectical 
notebooks). 

 

SC8 The course requires writing to explain: Expository, analytical essays in 
which students draw upon textual details to develop an extended interpretation 
of a literary text.  

 

SC9 The course requires writing to evaluate: Analytical, argumentative essays 
in which students draw upon textual details to make and explain judgements 
about a work’s artistry and quality.  

 

SC10 The course requires writing to evaluate: Analytical, argumentative 
essays in which students draw upon textual details to make and explain 
judgements about a work’s social, historical and/or cultural values. 

 

SC11 The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students’ writing  



assignments, both before and after the students revise their work that help the 
students develop a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately.  

SC12 The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students’ writing 
assignments, both before and after the students revise their work that help the 
students develop a variety of sentence structures.  

 

SC13 The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students’ writing 
assignments, both before and after the students revise their work that helps 
the students develop logical organisation, enhanced by specific techniques to 
increase coherence. Such techniques may include traditional rhetorical 
structures, graphic organizers, and work on repetition, transitions and 
emphasis.  

 

SC14 The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students’ writing 
assignments both before and after they revise their work that help the students 
develop a balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail. 

 

SC15 The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students’ writing 
assignments both before and after they revise their work that help the student 
establish an effective use of rhetoric including controlling tone and a voice 
appropriate to the writer’s audience.  

 

  

 
 
 
Please let me know if you have any comments, questions or concerns. 
 
 
 
 


